
 
 

Background to the story of Marti 

 

In 2006, scientists working in the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador teamed up with 

those in Cocos Island, Costa Rica and elsewhere to form a network called 

MigraMar. 

They have spent the last decade trying to understand the movements of 

sharks, turtles and other threatened migratory marine animals. This means 

that people in Government will be able to design better protection for them. 

One important finding from scientists is that several species of shark and turtle 

move between the protected areas of Galapagos and Cocos Island along a 

chain of underwater mountains called the Cocos Ridge.  

To help protect them on their journeys between Galapagos and Cocos, 

scientists are now working with the Governments of Ecuador and Costa Rica to 

design a ‘swimway’ that will protect threatened species from getting caught by 

industrial fishers. It comes at a vital time for these species. Sadly, since the 

publication of the ‘Marti’ last year, the scalloped hammerhead shark has now 

moved from endangered to critically endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

The story of Marti was born from a desire to share this knowledge and raise 

awareness of the importance of the conservation of our oceans and the 

animals that inhabit them with our future ambassadors for wildlife – the 

children of Galapagos, coastal South America and here in the UK. 

Whilst writing the book, staff at Galapagos Conservation Trust and scientists at 

MigraMar had much discussion about the names of the characters, as the book 

was primarily written for a Spanish audience.  

In the end we decided on Marti for our main character, from tiburón martillo - 

hammerhead shark in Spanish.  

The whale shark we called Lucía from the Latin word lux meaning light, as she 

helps guide the way. 

Tico the turtle is a word of Spanish origin meaning little brother but is also a 

term of affection and endearment, which is how I think we all feel when we 

think of turtles. 

Last but not least comes Tulio the tuna, whose name is derived from Tullius, 

meaning one who leads the way or is lively - a perfect choice for a tuna fish!  


