Galapagos:

A Special Archipelago




Archipelago

The cold water Humboldt Current flows north from Antarctica

The Galapagos Islands are located in the Pacific Ocean on the Nazca
along the west coast of South America.
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All of these factors combine to create the distinctive characteristics of the Galapagos Islands. A wide variety of marine and terrestrial habitats are
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The Islands are located 1000km (600 miles) from the west coast of
Ecuador.




In Galapagos, species have evolved without the influence of other species
from the mainland.




The tectonic movement causes plumes of superhot magma to rise to the
surface, creating volcanoes.
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The flow of magma has resulted in parts of the sea floor being shallower
than others. This means some of the Islands are more connected.




Upwelling

Cold ocean currents are forced to the surface by a greater level of
upwelling.




Galapagos - a constantly changing landscape to which animals and plants
are always adapting.




Hydrothermal vents create a warmer and more nutrient rich environment
in the deep sea.




Cool air makes the Islands milder and drier than the rest of the Tropics.
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Nutrient rich water is needed by phytoplankton (primary producers).




